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could manufacture finished articles at a lesser cost than those from the cottage industries.
Further, the British being the rulers in the country, discouraged the artists and craftsmen by
imposing heavy taxes. As a result of these measures the once flourishing cottage industries
and handicrafts of Andhra languished and gradually vanished. The finished articles that came
out of the factories in England were imported into Andhra and thus began the economic
drain which gradually impoverished the country and enriched Great Britain, The synthetic
method of preparation of indigo by the western scientists, affected the farmers very badly.
The unemployed poor artisans in the villages became agricultural labourers thus swelling the
ranks of those that depended on the land.
A greater harm was caused by the 'divide and rule' policy of the British. The communal
virus thus injected into the political body of the country had vitiated the relations between the
Hindus and the Muslims to such an extent as to force the Indians to agree for the division
of India into two independent states. Though Andhras living in the coastal and Rayalseema
districts managed to keep away from this communal divide, those living in the State of
Hyderabad had to undergo a lot of suffering in 1946-47 in the wake of a fanatic struggle carried
on by Razakars to carve out the Nizam's dominions as an independent Muslim-dominated
state. However, the timely action by the Union Government of Free India savod the situation.
But, as mentioned earlier, some of the measures introduced by the alien rulers lo safeguard
their own interests proved very beneficial to Indians. The political and administrative unity
brought in by the Britishers, helped the various linguistic groups to come together and take
pride in being the citizens of a great country with common cultural traditions. The railroad,
the telegraph, the telephone and the newspaper brought all those living in various corners of
this vast country together and to understand each other. This system of communication alto
helped the transit of goods from one place to the other and was of immense help during the
times of famine.
The Britishers, wanted to keep India as a producer of raw materials and as such harnessed
the rivers by constructing dams, The dam on the Godavari at Dhouiaswaram was constructed
In 1852 and the one on the Krishna at Vljayawada In 1665. These naturally helped the farmers
of the delta areas, though they could not solve the problem of poverty that tormented the
people at large.
It must, however, be conceded that the foreigner's rule had resulted In a renaissance that
yielded fruitful results In social and cultural fields. The introduction of English as a medium of
teaching in schools is the main factor that contributed to this transformation, though It was
mainly intended to train Indians for ministerial jobs. This new lyitem of education, unlike the
old traditional one, threw open the gates of the schools to all Indiana irrespective of cast*
or creed. A certificate from such a school served as a passport for a job In the service of
the government. The Christian missionaries from England and America alto played a notable
part in spreading the system.